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< made by Musa Ibn Nusair."    He (Jfltro) found the greater part of the cities in
Ifrikiva uninhabited, because they had fallen so often into the hands of the Berbers.
'A Teat drought having prevailed in the land, he ordered the people to fast, to pray,
and to forgive each other their offenses.    He then went out with them into the
open country, taking Avith him all the (domestic) animals, after having separated
them from their young ones.    Then arose outcry, lamentation, and clamour.    This
continued till the day was half spent, when he offered up the  prayer   and
addressed a khotba (6) to the assembly.   In this discourse he omitted the name of
al-Walid Ibn Abd al-Malik and, on being asked why he did not pray for the
Commander of the faithful, he answered: " In the present case, prayers are for God
" alone/'   Rain then fell in such abundance that all were enabled to quench their
thirst.   From that place, he proceeded against the Berbers and, in this expedition,
he slew them in great numbers, took many prisoners and an immense quantity of
book.    Having continued his march, he arrived in (the province of) Lower Sus (7)
without meeting any resistance.    The rest of the Berbers, seeing what had befallen
their people, asked for pardon and offered to submit.    He received their proposal
and, having placed a commander over them, he confided the gouvernrnent of the
town and the province of Tangiers to his mawh Tank Ibn Ziad al-Berberi (the Berber)
who, it is said, was an (adoptive) member of (the Arabic tribe of) as-Sadif, and left
him in the command of nineteen thousand Berbers, well provided with stores and
arms.    These men had embraced the moslim religion and were sincerely attached
to it.   He left with them also a few Arabs who were charged to teach them the Koran
and instruct them in the duties of Islamisin.   He then returned to Ifrikiya, and
there did not remain in that country any Berbers or Romans capable of resisting him.
Having laid the foundations of good order, he wrote to Tarik, who was then at
Taagiers, ordering him to make an expedition into Spain and to take with him a
body of troops consisting ofBerbers and a very small number of Arabs;   Tank obeyed
and crossed the sea, from Ceuta to Algesiras ,(8), a place situaYw) in the Spanish
territory, and went up to the hill which is called after him the mtitintain of Tdrik
(DjebelUrik, Gibraltar).   He ascended; the hill on Monday, theSth of Rajab, A. H.
93 (17tb April, A, D. 712), taking with him twelve thousand horsemen, all of them
Berbers, with the exception of twelve (Arabs).   It is related that, whilst Tarifc was
crossing the Strait in, his ship,, Ke had a dream in which he saw the Prophet and
the four f/Jrtf) khalifa /walking upon the water until they passed him by, and the